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that one person in every three in insured employment in Oxford has
come from another part of the country and in many cases was, on
arrival, quite strange to the town and its inhabitants. This augmenta-
tion of the native industrial population has brought with it many
social problems. The proportion of 'foreign' men is even more
striking, for nearly half of the adult male insured population
were 'foreign'. On the other hand, less than one-fifth of the adult
women insured workers were 'foreigners'. This does not neces-
sarily mean that the difference between the number of men and
women moving to Oxford is equally great, because some of the
female relatives accompanying the men immigrants will never have
been in insured employment, and, of the remainder, many either are
now in an insurable occupation but were not in insured work before
they came to Oxford or, if they were previously insured, have not
entered insured employment in this town. In considering the 'foreign'
juveniles it should be noted that the number found in the count of
'foreign' books does not represent the share of juveniles in the annual
immigration. For example, a boy of 18 who arrived in Oxford in
1933 would be 21 in 1936 and would consequently be counted as an
adult in a count taken in that year. It may be estimated that juveniles
formed one-tenth or so of the insured workers coming to Oxford in
193 5 and I936.1 This conclusionis supported by the fact that juveniles
formed 15-5 per cent, of the people from other districts who were
placed in employment in Oxford through the Employment Exchange
in 1937.
The industries of the immigrants.
The establishment and growth of the motor industry in Oxford
have been the main factors in making the district a growing industrial
centre, and Table 7 shows that this industry has been of primary
importance in giving employment to 'foreigners'. Thus nearly half
the motor workers were 'foreigners' and nearly half the 'foreigners*
were motor workers. Although in absolute figures the motor
industry absorbed more 'foreigners' than any other industry, it
did not have the highest proportion of 'foreigners* amongst its
workers. The high percentage in the omnibus service is possibly
due to the degree of experience required by the drivers; local labour
is therefore not quickly adaptable to this work. The same explana-
tion probably accounts for the small proportion of young 'foreigners9
in the omnibus service.
1 For a description of the method used in arriving at this estimate see Appendix I,
note ii. Throughout this discussion insurance years are used, e.g. the year 1933 runs
from July 1932 to July 1933.